
This August at Hackney 
Summer University, BBC 
journalist, Colette Hibbert, 
hosted a week-long course 
detailing the various ways of 
getting into journalism and 
the sort of things journalists 
had to conform to in order 
to become as successful as 
possible.  

The first thing that we 
learnt is that there are three 
forms of journalism: print 
(newspapers and magazines), 
broadcast (TV and radio) and 
the baby of the bunch, online 
journalism. 

It was a very interactive 
workshop with the class able 
to hold an impromptu Q 
and A session any time they 
wanted to learn something 
new. This was something 
I really enjoyed about the 
workshop. 

The highlight of the week 
was imagining that Justin 
Timberlake was dead and we 
had to report on the nature 
of his death (we all really 
like JT but it was hilarious, 
nonetheless, coming up 
with evermore ridiculous 
suggestions to add to the 
fictional newspaper report). 

There was also a debate on 
whether political correctness 
was stifling the voice of 
journalism and free speech. 
We concluded that sometimes 
being PC was a good thing 
because it stopped groups in 
society being offended.

I thought it was a very 
interesting workshop, where I 
got to meet other young people 

who didn’t necessarily want 
to become journalists 
but just wanted to see 
how the world of 
journalism worked.

Cheryl O’garro
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For more information about 
Hackney Summer University go to: 
www.hackneysummeruniversity.org


